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MEDIA RELEASE
UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT 
REMAINS AT RECORD LEVEL
MISSOULA—
At a time when most analysts had predicted a decline, enrollment at 
the University of Montana remains at a record level.
Figures released Friday by UM Registrar Phil Bain show that 9,021 
students enrolled winter quarter. This is nearly 200 above the previous 
record for a winter quarter—  8,826 set in 1981—  and is the second highest 
enrollment in the school's history, topped only by last fall's 9,101. 
Full-time-equivalent enrollment, the technically adjusted figure used to 
set funding levels, is at a comparably high level.
"The enrollment pattern is an impressive endorsement of the University," 
said UM President Neil Bucklew. "We know the pool of graduating high school 
seniors is getting smaller, so clearly we are serving a greater range of 
Montanans than ever before."
There is a drawback to the continued pattern of record and near record 
enrollments. It was unanticipated and therefore unfunded. Average 
enrollment for the academic year is expected to be 300 or more students 
higher than the University was funded for. This translates into a shortage 
of $1.1 mi 11iono
"Despite underfunding, we've been able to maintain quality because we 
have a faculty and a support staff committed to serving our students,"
Bucklew said*
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